Uy' skweyul Ladysmith Secondary Students and Families,
Welcome
On behalf of Ladysmith Secondary School, I would like to welcome Mr. Scott Jackson to our school community. As mentioned in last week’s communication, Mr. Jackson will be the new Principal of LSS for the 2026-27 school year. As of today, he will be joining us for the remainder of this school year in a co-principal role. Please say hello if you get the chance!  
National Day of Awareness of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-Spirit People
May 5th is National Day of Awareness of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-Spirit People. May 5th every year is also known as Red Dress Day, it is a day to honour the lives of those indigenous women and girls across Canada, who are missing or murdered, and to raise awareness on the ongoing crisis. This day started as "The Red Dress Project" in 2010 by Jamie Black and has since evolved to Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women's and Girls Day. MMIWG Day was established in 2019 after the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls released its final report. The report revealed that Indigenous women, girls, and Two-Spirit people are disproportionately affected by violence, with higher rates of homicide, disappearance, and sexual violence than nn-Indigenous women in Canada. MMIWG Day is an opportunity for Indigenous communities and allies to come together to honour the lives of those who have been lost and raise awareness about the ongoing issue of violence against Indigenous women, girls, and Two-Spirit people in Canada. It is also a call to action for governments, institutions, and individuals to address the root causes of violence and work towards a future where Indigenous women, girls, and Two-Spirit people are safe and thriving.
DPAC Parent Event
The District Parent Advisory Committee (DPAC) have an upcoming FREE parent education event focussed on study habits. Please see the attached brochure for information about registration. This is an online event and is on May 6th from 6:00 – 6:45pm.
Report Cards
Report cards were released on the parent portal on April 29th. Additionally, all students were provided a paper copy of their report card last week during their A block class. If you are having trouble accessing your student’s report card or have questions, please connect with the office or their counsellor.
Fire Drill
Next Wednesday, May 6th, we will be participating in a school-wide fire drill. A reminder that these drills are important opportunities to practice emergency procedures. These drills also serve as a good opportunity to have conversations at home about emergency preparation. 
Post-Secondary Institution Selections for 2026 Graduates
Please remind graduating students to make their post-secondary institution selections in the StudentTranscripts Service (STS). Most public colleges and universities in Alberta and B.C., and the Ontario Universities’ Application Centre, can retrieve ongoing transcript updates as soon as authorized by the student in STS. More information is available online. 
HOST Families needed for International Students in your community.
Do you have an extra bedroom in your home? Is English the primary language in your home? Do you want to learn about other cultures, countries and languages? Are you interested in making a difference in a high school student's life?  Become an International Student Homestay Family for next school year (5 months or 10 months).  
NLPS International Student Education Program is looking for families interested in earning a stipend of $1,200- $1,400 per month per student to host an international student in their home.  Students need to have their own bedroom, a quiet space to study, and be provided 3 meals a day.  Click here for more information. 
Our International Education team is available 24/7 for any kind of support you need (Ie. respite, vacation leave, student emergencies). 
Please click link below and complete the 1-2 minute form if you interested in learning more or becoming a Homestay family, or if you would like to refer someone to become a Homestay family.  
https://forms.office.com/r/Afek7k7AAZ
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!
Thanks kindly and hay cep' qa,
Shelley Gvojich, Scott Jackson, & Alistair King
Upcoming events:
1. May 5th – MMIWG Commemoration Day
1. May 6th – Fire Drill
1. May 13th – Indigenous Games
1. May 14th – ICBC presentation
1. May 15th – ICBC presentation
1. May 18th – Victoria Day (School closed)
1. May 20th – Fun Day
1. May 20th – Tentative PAC meeting
1. May 25 -29th – Self Assessment of Core Competencies
1. May 29th – Fire Drill
1. June 3rd – hul stuxw s'uli elders gathering
1. June 4th – hul stuxw s'uli language event
1. June 22nd – Scholarship Night 
1. June 23rd – Commencement (Grad Ceremony)
PAC Corner.. Your voices matter!
Supporting Our School Community 
At this month’s meeting, the PAC unanimously voted to support the School Fun Day event coming up this June. We are thrilled to partner with the school on such a fantastic community-building initiative!
Final Meeting of the Year 
Our last PAC meeting for the school year will take place in May. Keep an eye out for more details and specific dates, which will follow in the next few weeks.
Why Join Us?
If you’ve been hesitant to join, here are a few things you might not know:
1. Quick & Efficient: Meetings are typically no more than an hour long.
1. A Different Focus: High school PACs are quite different from the elementary years—there is no fundraising or hot lunch duty involved!
1. Get Involved: We will have several executive positions to fill for the upcoming school year.
Please consider attending to have your voice heard and help shape our school community!
Attachments:
1. "What's on This Week?" from Kwumut Lelum Child and Family Services.
1. Cafeteria Menu
1. Study Habits That Stick Information Poster
1. International Homestay Flyer
Questions?
Please contact our main office at info.ls@sd68.bc.ca or 250-245-3043
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